Clinical and experimental bone changes after intraosseous implantation.
Long-term prosthodontic rehabilitation has been extensively documented with the use of osseointegrated biocompatible materials in the mandible and maxilla with resultant improvements in quality of life for patients. In addition, clinical evidence is accumulating to show that mandibular atrophy may slow and even be reversed after implantation. Increased bone height and density have been reported: a finding not unexpected in the light of Wolff's law, which is a universal response of bone to increased functional loads.